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News from the Action Chair

Dear ANDRONET Members,

We are more than halfway through the grant period and in the
follow-up of this year’s biggest ANDRONET activity, the
European Testis Workshop (ETW). This biennial event gathering
‘testis enthusiasts’ took place in The Netherlands mid of April
and was preceded by the meeting of the Network for Young
Researchers in Andrology (NYRA). Both meetings were a success
and you can read a report in this newsletter.

The joint Cost Innovation Grant proposal, submitted earlier in
the year by a subset of Andronet members focussing on genetic
analysis of infertile patients by NGS was, unfortunately, not
funded. During the ETW the ANDRONET members were able to
meet and comment on on how to follow-up on the momentum
generated by our Action. In any case, it became clear that
funding though COST could only be possible trough a potential
independent and different COST Action proposal, with different
goals, and an acronym different to Andronet. In a potential new
proposal it will not be possible to refer to our current Action,
since all COST Action proposals need to be anonymous.

This newsletter also contains reports from ANDRONET-
supported Schools, a list of publications authored by ANDRONET
members and the usual event calendar.

Rafael Oliva

23'Y European Testis Workshop

The latest installment of the European Testis Workshop took place between the 13" and 17"
of April in The Ruwenberg, Sint Michiegestel, The Netherlands. The main organisers were Katja
Teerds (Chair), Tzviya Zeev Ben Mordehai, Bart Gadella, Ans van Pelt, Callista Mulder, Geert
Hamer and Willy Baarends — nearly all of them ANDRONET members. ANDRONET-co-organised,
the event gathered 145 scientists working on andrology for 5 days of intense science and
networking. Of these, 100 were ANDRONET members, who were able to attend supported by

COST action funds allocated to this purpose.
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The excellent scientific presentations (plenary lectures, short presentations and flash talks)
were accompanied by interactions between participants and establishment of collaborations.
The ETW permanent organising committee also met and decided that the next ETW will take
place in Germany in 2027, while the 2029 edition will be happening in Scotland. We look
forward to both of these events!
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Group photo of ETW participants, taken on the last day of the meeting in front of the venue (Photo kindly
taken by ANDRONET member David Fleck)

During the meeting, ANDRONET held its annual Management Committee (MC) and Working
Group (WG) meeting, open to all members in person and virtually. The agenda included an
initial presentation by Rafael Oliva (Action Chair), who reported on the activities of the Action,
followed by short reports by Science Communication coordinator Sandra Laurentino, Grant
Awarding Coordinator Davor Jezek, WG1 co-leaders Ana Katusic Bojanac and Judit Castillo, and
Action Co-Chair Csilla Krausz. Importantly, there was the chance to discuss a possible follow-
up COST Action proposal. An open call was made for members interested in leadership roles,
either as Main Proposer or as Secondary Proposer for a potential new COST Action proposal
(with a different acronym), and with ideas about the future to contact Action Chair Rafael
Oliva. So far, at the closure of this newsletter very few expressions of interest have been
received for members willing to contribute towards the preparation of a new COST Action
proposal. So, please, if you have ideas and are motivated towards the preparation of a new
COST action, please take action! New expressions of interest will be collected until July 15,
at which time they will be circulated among respondents to decide how to proceed.

17" NYRA meeting

The Network for Young Researchers in Andrology (NYRA) meeting took place right before the
ETW, in the same venue. Young researchers in the field had the opportunity to meet, interact,
and build contacts. The meeting included scientific presentations in a relaxed and interactive
environment, where the speakers had the chance not only of presenting their research but also
discussing their career paths with the younger scientists. Moreover, there was time for a
debate on male contraception and a scientific speed-dating session.
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1st NYRA-EAA-ANDRONET School

The “Omics of male germ cells: Transcriptomic
analyses” school, organised by NYRA together
with the European Academy of Andrology (EAA)
and ANDRONET took place in Copenhagen
between 24™ and 28™ of February 2025. This
immersive course was the first of its kind,
focusing on the challenging aspects of analysing
RNA expression in male gonadal tissues. The
participants were able to perform bioinformatic
analysis of single cells and bulk transcriptome
data of testis from start to finish under the
guidance of experienced ANDRONET members:
Photo of the 1st NYRA-EAA-ANDRONET School Chloé Mayere, Lena Arévalo and Sara di Persio.
(photo from NYRA social media) The organizing committee consisted of A.
Kovacevic, J. M. Paturlanne, D. Marcu, A. de la Iglesia and G. Saritas, together with the entire
NYRA board.

6" EAA-ANDRONET Budapest School

The EAA ANDRONET Budapest School on basic clinical andrology took place on 4—6 March 2025,
and it was followed by the EAA Clinical Andrologist Examination. This was the 6th edition of the
Budapest School, which over the years has received continuous support from ANDRONET as a
co-organiser. The 2025 event was once again fully booked and brought together 41 participants
from 16 countries. ANDRONET provided Local Organiser Support and reimbursed one trainer
and five trainees. The faculty consisted of renowned experts in the field: Hermann Behre,
Giovanni Corona, Davor JeZek, Zsolt Kopa (organizer), Csilla Krausz (organizer), Francesco Lotti,
Ewa Rajpert-De Meyts and Cobi Reisman. The next edition is planned on 3-5 March 2026.

Some of the Budapest School participants and faculty members (photo: K. Jeszenéi)
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4™ EAA-ANDRONET Zagreb School

The 4th edition of the EAA Summer School
“Testis Histology and Pathology for Clinical
Andrologists and Embryologists” was held in
Zagreb (Croatia), June 10-14, 2025, with the
support of ANDRONET. The School was organised
by the EAA Centres in Zagreb and Copenhagen
(directors: Davor JeZzek and Niels Joergensen). A
special guest lecture was presented by Jan Bernd
Stukenborg, Karolinska University. Eighteen
selected attendees came from 12 countries
(including distant Kenya). The School emphasised
“hands-on” experience, including visits to the
operating theatre, TESE and ICSI procedures,
molecular biology and genetic analysis, and
microscopy of testicular biopsies and various
tumours. The social programme (strolls through
the the old town and the city centre) added
“flavour” to the School. ANDRONET supported a

Participants and faculty in front of the part of the School’s organisation as well as the
Department of Pathology, University of Zagreb, attendance of several participants and one
School of Medicine lecturer

Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITC) travel grants

The funding for short-term scientific missions (STSMs) has been used up for this funding period.
However, there are still three available ITC grants, of up to 1000€ each, covering conference
attendance of early career researchers (PhD students or post-docs < 8 years) from ITCs. To be
eligible, the conference must take place within the third granting period (i.e. until the 31 of
October 2025). For more information on the ITC travel grants please visit
https://www.andronet.cat/stsms/ or contact the Grant Awarding Coordinator Dr. Davor Jezek
(contact information available on the webpage).

Science Corner

Recent ANDRONET publications

The list below includes articles published since the previous Newsletter, covering the period
from February 2025 to the mid-June 2025, and a few not listed before. If you want to share
your latest publications, please notify the Science Communication Coordinator or post the
reference on the ANDRONET Slack.
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Important: if you are a contributor to an article that is co-authored by other ANDRONET members, or if
you have benefited from an ANDRONET travel or STSM grant kindly acknowledge the ANDRONET COST
Action CA20119 support.

Collaborative publications with ANDRONET members from several
centres/countries:

Acknowledging ANDRONET:

Antonio L, Priskorn L, Holmboe SA, Nordkap L, Bang KA, Juul A, Vanderschueren D, Jgrgensen N.
Association between pubertal timing and bone and body composition in young adult men. Sci Rep. 2025
Mar 19;15(1):9506. doi: 10.1038/s41598-025-93895-5.

Coulée M, de la Iglesia A, Blanco M, Gobé C, Lapoujade C, laly-Radio C, Alvarez-Gonzalez L, Meurice G,
Ruiz-Herrera A, Fouchet P, Cocquet J, El Khattabi L. Chromatin environment-dependent effects of DOT1L
on gene expression in male germ cells. Commun Biol. 2025 Jan 28;8(1):138. doi: 10.1038/s42003-024-
07393-x.

JeSeta M, Antalikova J, Doubravska A, Mekifnova L, Kempisty B, Ventruba P, Crha I. In vivo versus in vitro
sperm selection. Journal of Men’s Health, 2025; 21(2): 1-10. doi: 10.22514/jomh.2025.016.

JeSeta M, Doubravska A, Antalikovd J, Mekinova L, Franzovd K, Remundova K, Hosek J, Kempisty B,
Hudecek R. Comparison of Swim-Up and Microfluidic Sperm Sorting Methods in Selection of Sperm for
Intracytoplasmic Sperm Injection. International Journal of Molecular Sciences, 2025; 26(11):5374.
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijms26115374

Silva AFN, Schubert M, Kliesch S, Schlatt S, Ramalho-Santos J, Amaral SCG. Prevalence and impact of
antisperm antibodies on semen quality and male reproductive health aspects: A 10-years retrospective
study. Andrology. 2025 Mar 11. doi: 10.1111/andr.70020.

Simonik O, Bryndova B, Sur VP, Ded L, Cockova Z, Benda A, Qasemi M, Pecina P, Pecinova A, Spevakova
D, Hradec T, Skrobanek P, Ezrova Z, Kratka Z, Kren R, Jeseta M, Boublikova L, Zamecnik L, Blichler T,
Neuzil J, Postlerova P, Komrskova K. Bioenergetics of human spermatozoa in patients with testicular
germ cell tumours. Mol Hum Reprod. 2025 Jan 17;31(1):gaaf005. doi: 10.1093/molehr/gaaf005.

Castillo J, Gay M, De La Iglesia A, Arauz-Garofalo G, Vilanova M, Leiva M, Corral JM, Guimera M, Manau
D, Vilaseca M, Jodar M, Oliva R. Alterations in the abundance of protamine proteoforms related to sperm
chromatin packaging, obesity and age in normozoospermic men. Mol Hum Reprod. 2025 May
24:gaaf019. doi: 10.1093/molehr/gaaf019.

Other publications from ANDRONET members (not acknowledging ANDRONET)

Ba Omar H, Stevens J, Haavisto A, Cui Y, Harteveld F, Yang Y, Bjarnason R, Romerius P, Sundin M, Nystrém UN,
Langenskiold C, Vogt H, Frisk P, Vepséldinen K, Petersen C, Cui L, Guo J, Jahnukainen K, Stukenborg JB. Early
transcriptional states of spermatogonia and marker expressions in the prepubertal human testis following
chemotherapy-induced depletion. Hum Reprod. 2025 Jun 7:deaf103. doi: 10.1093/humrep/deaf103.

Bellutti L, Chan Sock Peng E, Cluzet V, Guerquin MJ, Rolland A, Messiaen S, Llano E, Dereli |, Martini E, Téth A,
Pendas AM, Chalmel F, Livera G. Genome-wide transcriptional silencing and mRNA stabilization allow the
coordinated expression of the meiotic program in mice. Nucleic Acids Res. 2025 Feb 27; 53(5):gkaf146. doi:
10.1093/nar/gkaf146.

Bulut Y, Brandt-Jacobsen N, Madsen R, Thevis M, Frystyk J, Albrethsen J, Jgrgensen N, Juul A, Kistorp C,
Rasmussen JJ. Characterisation of Leydig cell dysfunction in previous illicit androgen users. J Clin Endocrinol
Metab. 2025 Mar 7:dgaf157. doi: 10.1210/clinem/dgaf157.
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Cannarella R, Pedano A, Compagnone M, La Vignera S, Condorelli RA, Calogero AE. Gonadal function in
patients with 47,XYY syndrome: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Endocr Connect. 2025 Mar 4;
14(4):e240697. doi: 10.1530/EC-24-0697.

Esteves SC, Viana MC, Achermann APP, Santi D. Human chorionic gonadotropin-based clinical treatments for
infertile men with non-obstructive azoospermia. Andrology. 2025 Feb 4. doi: 10.1111/andr.70003.

Fritzbgger AF@, Aksglaede L, Johannsen TH, Vanderschueren D, Antonio L, Claessens F, Poulsen KH, Jgrgensen
A, Petersen JH, Andersson AM, Juul A. Determination of Androgen Bioactivity by an In Vitro Assay During
Pubertal Transition in Healthy Boys. Clin Endocrinol (Oxf). 2025 Apr 4. doi: 10.1111/cen.15249.

Grahnemo L, Marriott RJ, Murray K, Tyack LT, Nethander M, Matsumoto AM, Orwoll ES, Vanderschueren D,
Yeap BB, Ohlsson C. Associations of Serum Testosterone and SHBG With Incident Fractures in Middle-aged to
Older Men. J Clin Endocrinol Metab. 2025 Jun 17;110(7):1964-1973. doi: 10.1210/clinem/dgae703.

He W, Luo Q, Zhao J, Wang M, Zhao A, Feng L, Reda A, Lindgren E, Stukenborg JB, Chen J, Deng Q. X-Linked
Gene Dosage and SOX2 Act as Key Roadblocks for Human Germ Cell Specification in Klinefelter Syndrome. Adv
Sci (Weinh). 2025 Feb 25:2410533. doi: 10.1002/advs.202410533.

Harrer A, Meyron-Holtz EG, Meinhardt A. The role of iron in normal and impaired testicular function.
Andrology. 2025 Jun 4. doi: 10.1111/andr.70068.

Jakobsen NE, Petersen JH, Aksglaede L, Hagen CP, Busch AS, Johannsen TH, Frederiksen H, Juul A, Holmboe
SA. Adolescent acne: association to sex, puberty, testosterone and dihydrotestosterone. Endocr Connect.
2025 Apr 2;14(5):e250009. doi: 10.1530/EC-25-0009.

Jiang K, Fu Z, Tsourkas P, Kothandapani A, Kearse T, Mcllwain SJ, Mayere C, Nef S, Jorgensen JS. Single-cell
resolution uncovers neighboring cell subtypes that share steroidogenic capacity during fetal testis
development. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA. 2025 Jun 10;122(23):€2501392122. doi: 10.1073/pnas.2501392122.

Krausz C, Abrardo C. The Y chromosome: male reproduction and beyond. Fertil Steril. 2025 Mar 8:50015-
0282(25)00154-2. doi: 10.1016/j.fertnstert.2025.03.006.

Kruse A, Schneider S, Merges GE, Frobius AC, Forné |, Imhof A, Schorle H, Steger K. An aberrant protamine
ratio is associated with decreased H4ac levels in murine and human sperm. Mol Hum Reprod. 2025 Jan
17;31(1):gaaf003. doi: 10.1093/molehr/gaaf003.

Lardone MC, Diaz-Fontdevila M, Ortiz E, Iniguez G, Inostroza P, Espinoza C, Ebensperger M, Almstrup K, Castro
A. LIN28B expression is downregulated in mature spermatozoa of oligozoospermic men and associates with
genetic variants previously linked to pubertal onset. Endocr Connect. 2025 May 1:EC-25-0044. doi:
10.1530/EC-25-0044.

Lucas-Herald AK, Aksglaede L, Caspersen ID, Ahmed SF, Carlomagno F, Isidori AM. New horizons in Klinefelter
syndrome: current evidence, gaps and research priorities. Endocr Rev. 2025 Feb 11:bnaf005. doi:
10.1210/endrev/bnaf005.

Muronova J, Lambert E, Thamwan C, Wehbe Z, Court M, Chevalier G, Escoffier J, Kherraf ZE, Coutton C, Nef S,
Ray PF, Loeuillet C, Martinez G, Arnoult C. A comprehensive study of the sperm head defects in MMAF
condition and their impact on embryo development in mice. Mol Hum Reprod. 2025 Jan 17;31(1):gaaf006.
doi: 10.1093/molehr/gaaf006.

Priskorn L, Lindahl-Jacobsen R, Jensen TK, Holmboe SA, Hansen LS, Kriegbaum M, Lind BS, Siersma V, Andersen
CL, Jergensen N. Semen quality and lifespan: a study of 78 284 men followed for up to 50 years. Hum Reprod.
2025 Apr 1;40(4):730-738. doi: 10.1093/humrep/deaf023.

Rimmer MP, Howie RA, Anderson RA, Barratt CLR, ... Caroppo E, Collura BL, Coward K, Duncan WC, Eisenberg
ML, Gellatly SA, Geyter C, Goulis DG, Henkel RR, ..., Mitchell RT, Mol BW, Murage AM, Ng EHY, Pacey A,
Perheentupa AH, ... Tarlarzis BC, Tuttelmann F, Vail A, van Wely M, Vazquez-Levin MH, Lan N Vuong, Wang
AY, Wang R, Duffy JMN, Farquhar CM, Niederberger C. A core outcome set for future male infertility research:
development of an international consensus. Fertil Steril. 2025 Apr 11:50015-0282(25)00157-8. doi:
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10.1016/j.fertnstert.2025.03.009, and Hum Reprod. 2025 May 1;40(5):865-875. doi:
10.1093/humrep/deaf039.

Rohayem J, Cunningham O, Williams D, Wistuba J, McCarthy L, Barrett TG, Dias RP. Gonadal function in males
with WFS1 spectrum disorder (Wolfram syndrome)-A European cohort perspective. Andrology. 2025 Apr 29.
doi: 10.1111/andr.70049.

Rotte N, Dunleavy JEM, Runkel MD, Bosse L, Fietz D, Pilatz A, Kuss J, Dicke AK, Winge SB, Di Persio S, Ruckert
C, Nordhoff V, Schuppe HC, Almstrup K, Kliesch S, Neuhaus N, Stallmeyer B, O'Bryan MK, Tuttelmann F,
Friedrich C. Genotype-specific differences in infertile men due to loss-of-function variants in M1AP or ZZS
genes. EMBO Mol Med. 2025 May 15. doi: 10.1038/s44321-025-00244-0.

Schlag F, Dion C, Sepulveda-Rincon LP, Schlatt S, Sharma S. Spermatogonia: a unique stem cell orchestrating
species-specific transition from pluripotency to sperm production. Hum Reprod Update. 2025 May
23:dmaf010. doi: 10.1093/humupd/dmaf010.

Schwarzkopf V, Wistuba J, Sandhowe-Klaverkamp R, Kliesch S, Gromoll J, Schubert M. Unraveling a subgroup
of men with unexplained male infertility - men with normogonadotropic non-obstructive azoospermia. J Clin
Endocrinol Metab. 2025 Apr 15:dgaf200. doi: 10.1210/clinem/dgaf200.

Sharifi S, Dursun M, Sahin A, Turan S, Altun A, Ozcan O, Kalkanli A, Cefle K, Oztiirk S, Palanduz S, Kadioglu A.
Genetic insights into non-obstructive azoospermia: Implications for diagnosis and TESE outcomes. J Assist
Reprod Genet. 2025 Apr;42(4):1223-1237. doi: 10.1007/s10815-025-03409-5.

Skakkebaek NE, Priskorn L, Lindahl-Jacobsen R, Andersson AM, Kristensen DM, Beck AL, Aksglaede L, Fischer
MB, Franca LR, Juul A. Human reproduction in crisis: causes unknown. Lancet 2025 Jun 14;405(10495):2121-
2122. doi: 10.1016/5S0140-6736(25)00736-6.

Sparano C, Rastrelli G, Corona G, Vignozzi L, Vignoli D, Maggi M. Age disparity in couples and the sexual and
general health of the male partner. Andrology. 2025 May;13(4):782-793. doi: 10.1111/andr.13738.

Svingen T. Endocrine-disrupting chemicals and reproductive health: With focus on the developmental window
of susceptibility. Ann Endocrinol (Paris). 2025 May 17;86(3):101787. doi: 10.1016/j.and0.2025.101787.

Tenuta M, Hasenmajer V, Gianfrilli D, Isidori AM. Testosterone and Male Bone Health: A Puzzle of Interactions.
J Clin Endocrinol Metab. 2025 Jun 17;110(7):e2121-e2135. doi: 10.1210/clinem/dgaf191.

Ugalde-Morales E, ... Ferlin A, ... Haugen TB, ... Meijer C, ... Rocca MS, ... Winge SB, ... Almstrup K, Kanetsky PA,
Nathanson KL, Wiklund F; Testicular Cancer Consortium. Identification of genes associated with testicular
germ cell tumor susceptibility through a transcriptome-wide association study. Am J Hum Genet. 2025 Feb
18:50002-9297(25)00022-9. doi: 10.1016/j.ajhg.2025.01.022.

Venkatesh SS, ... Juul A, ..., Kalantzis G, Hubers N; Genes & Health Research Team; Estonian Biobank Research
Team; Estonian Health Informatics Research Team; DBDS Genomic Consortium; FinnGen; ... Seminara SB, Chan
YM, Laisk T, Lindgren CM. Genome-wide analyses identify 25 infertility loci and relationships with reproductive
traits across the allele frequency spectrum. Nat Genet. 2025 Apr 14. doi: 10.1038/s41588-025-02156-8.

Webhrli L, Altevogt H, Brenker C, Zufferey F, Rossier MF, Striinker T, Nef S, Rahban R. The major
phytocannabinoids, delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and cannabidiol (CBD), affect the function of CatSper
calcium channels in human sperm. Hum Reprod. 2025 May 1;40(5):796-807. doi: 10.1093/humrep/deaf020.

Windley SP, Neirijnck Y, Vidovic D, Schwartz Q, Kumar S, Nef s, Wilhelm D. NEDD4 promotes Sertoli cell
proliferation and adult Leydig cell differentiation in the murine testis. bioRxiv PREPRINT doi:
https://doi.org/10.1101/2025.02.19.639149; posted February 23, 2025

Yahyavi SK, Holt R, ... Aksglaede L, Jgrgensen A, Jgrgensen N, Petersen JH, Juul A, Blomberg Jensen M. Effect
of denosumab on semen quality in infertile men selected by serum level of antimillerian hormone: a
randomized  controlled  trial.  Fertil  Steril. 2025 May  20:50015-0282(25)00439-X.  doi:
10.1016/j.fertnstert.2025.05.151.
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Event Calendar

29th June to 2nd July 2025 ESHRE 41st Annual Meeting|
ESHRE 41st Annual Meeting i

Paris, France 8.00.90 0 pm

Organised by the European Society of Human Reproduction e

!,

e

and Embryology.

12th September 2025 s
Restoring Natural Fertility: Old Challenges and New e o i
Perspectives o Wi ."'lll H
Aula Morgagni, University of Padova, Italy iR vy o £ S LTLRS
Participation is free but registration is mandatory. et Miboining for B TeFIBE R on W

5th to 7th October 2025
30 Symposium of Biology and Immunology of Reproduction
(www.shir.cz) Chateau Liblice (near Prague), Czech Republic

13th to 17th October 2025

EAA-ANDRONET School in Basic Semen Analysis 2025 'A‘ m [.)VIA‘
ANOVA Centre, Karolinska University Hospital mralog: - Sexuamedicn « Tammedth
Stockholm, Sweden P ———
Contact Lars.Bjorndahl@ki.se

For more details visit https://www.andrologyacademy.net/eaa-school-in-basic-semen-analysis

27th to 29th November 2025

11. DVR Congress: From Bench to Bedside and _ B 11, DVR Kongress
Back —_— ' From Bench fo
Minster, Germany , ) Bedside and Back

The meeting is organised by the umbrella association of uﬂ WO vr-kangress e
reproductive biological and medical specialists of
Germany. Although primarily in German, the organisers have included several sessions in English with
international as well as national speakers.

Newsletter Editors: Sandra Laurentino & Ewa Rajpert-De Meyts
ANDRONET Science Communication Coordinators
Contacts: Sandra.Laurentino@ukmuenster.de

COST (European Cooperation in Science and Technology) is a funding agency for research and innovation networks. Our Actions
help connect research initiatives across Europe and enable scientists to grow their ideas by sharing them with their peers. This
boosts their research, career and innovation
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https://www.eshre.eu/ESHRE2025
https://www.androbrixia.it/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/3bozza-programma.pdf
https://www.androbrixia.it/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/3bozza-programma.pdf
http://www.sbir.cz/
https://www.dvr-kongress.de/
https://www.dvr-kongress.de/

